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THE EDITORIAL PAGE. 

Special attention is given in this issue of the Journal to methods 
of teaching farm management, particularly in relation to the business 
of the farm and the farmer. The editor has received a hearty re- 
sponse to a request for a few short papers which was sent out the 
latter part of June to several men who have been identified with farm 
management demonstration work from its inception. These brief 
articles will serve to indicate a few of the features which have been 
emphasized in some states during the past year. 

* * * 
Readers of the Journal should not overlook the fact that farm 
management extension work is still in its infancy. The Section of 
Farm Management Demonstrations, which is a part of the Office of 
Extension Work, North and West, States Relations Service, was 
organized in 191 4. It is true that some notable contributions had 
been made to farm management literature prior to this date, but 
material for the use of the field men was not abundant and it had not 
been placed in its most usable form. Furthermore, methods of teach- 
ing were not very clearly defined, and under these conditions it was 
impossible to do the most effective work. Illustrative charts and 
lantern slides had to be developed. Experience has taught us how 
these charts and picture lessons can be modified in order to make the 
appeal effective. The demonstration farm survey was utilized exten- 
sively at the beginning and it is still serving a very useful purpose. 
However, in a few states, many of the men appeared to feel after the 
first two years that more satisfactory results could be secured in 
some other manner. Naturally a diversity of ideas has grown out 
of these different methods of conducting farm management demon- 
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stration work. To one who has made careful observations through- 
out this period it is apparent that considerable progress has been 
made. The experience of the past five years can undoubtedly be 
used to advantage in building a permanent foundation for future 
effort in the betterment of the farm business. 

* * * 

Extension teaching, in so far as it relates to farm management and 
farm economics, was reviewed quite fully at the last annual meeting 
of the American Farm Management Association in Baltimore, Mary- 
land, January, 1919. The papers which were read on the latter occa- 
sion are included in this issue of the Journal. These addresses 
contain many historic facts concerning the development of farm man- 
agement demonstrations. Some valuable suggestions with reference 
to ways in which the present program may be improved are also given 
by the respective authors. This volume of the Journal will be of 
value primarily to the demonstrators who are directly in touch with 
the farmer and his problems. Incidentally it ought to be of interest 
to the college or university instructor in that it indicates methods of 
attack in dealing with men who as a body have not had all the advan- 
tages of a scientific education. Then, too, these papers will undoubt- 
edly be beneficial to the investigator because they point out some of 
the problems that are urgent at this time. 

* * * 

The editor of the Journal of Farm Economics will welcome short 
papers, constructive criticisms and timely suggestions from members 
of the American Farm Economic Association. Notes of progress 
pertaining to investigation, instruction and extension work are of 
interest to members of the Association and such items will be greatly 
appreciated by members of the editorial staff. Set them down as 
they occur to you and mail them promptly to the editor. The pages 
of the Journal should be considered an open forum. The third and 
final issue of the association magazine for the current year will be 
published and mailed prior to the annual meeting. Material intended 
for this number should be sent in not later than October 1st. 



BOOST FOR NEW MEMBERS. 

The secretary has recently sent out over twelve hundred letters to 
prospective members in the agricultural field. Most of these have 
gone to county agents, demonstration agents and those interested in 
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the economics of farming. The responses have been exceedingly few. 
True, this is a busy time. Such requests are laid aside to be consid- 
ered and answered later, and the year rolls away and our membership 
list remains about the same. 

If the Farm Economic Association is to be an influence in scientific 
farm thought and action it must be supported by a large membership. 
Not only is this essential from a financial viewpoint, but its strength 
will be measured by the number of workers its publication reaches. 
Every member should boost for another name on our roll. This will 
double our membership and more than treble our influence. This 
will put the Journal on a sound financial basis and make it a perma- 
nent established power in the economic field, rather than an experi- 
ment. Boost for new members. 



HAVE YOU WRITTEN YOUR LETTER? 

Sept. i, 1919. 
F. W. Peck, Secretary-Treasurer, 
Farm Management, 
Washington, D. C. 
Dear Sir: 

I am enclosing herewith check to the amount of two dollars ($2.00) in pay- 
ment of annual dues as an active member of the American Farm Economic 
Association. I have been slow in responding to your several requests, but I 
hope you will not conclude that my interest in the welfare of this Association 
is declining. 

I have received my copy of the first issue of the Journal of Farm Eco- 
nomics, and may say that I am heartily in favor of publishing a quarterly 
journal. In order to make this magazine a success, you will not only need the 
enthusiastic support of old members, but you will also require new recruits. 
Expect to send you the names of several new members in the near future. 
With best wishes, I remain, 

Very truly yours, 

M. S. 
Enclosure $2.00. 

P. S. The Secretary-Treasurer should receive 150 or 200 letters like the 
above within the coming 60 days. 



